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of the fiscal year preceding that fiscal
year.

[54 FR 40107, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55
FR 40667, Oct. 4, 1990; 56 FR 49429, Sept. 30,
1991; 58 FR 51023, Sept. 30, 1993; 61 FR 51045,
Sept. 30, 1996]

§ 594.8 Fee for importing a vehicle
pursuant to a determination by the
Administrator.

(a) A fee as specified in paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section shall be paid
by each importer of a vehicle covered
by a determination made under part
593 of this chapter to cover the direct
and indirect costs incurred by NHTSA
in making such determinations.

(b) If a determination has been made
pursuant to a petition, the fee for each
vehicle is $125. The direct and indirect
costs that determine the fee are those
set forth in §§ 594.7(b), (c), and (d).

(c) If a determination has been made
pursuant to the Administrator’s initia-
tive, the fee for each vehicle is $125.
The direct and indirect costs that de-
termine the fee are those set forth in
§§ 594.7(b), (c), and (d), and references to
‘‘petition’’ shall be understood as relat-
ing to NHTSA’s documents that serve
as a basis for initiating determinations
on its own initiative.

[55 FR 40667, Oct. 4, 1990, as amended at 58 FR
51023, Sept. 30, 1993; 61 FR 51045, Sept. 30,
1996; 63 FR 45186, Aug. 25, 1998]

§ 594.9 Fee for reimbursement of bond
processing costs.

(a) Each registered importer shall
pay a fee based upon the direct and in-
direct costs of processing each bond
furnished to the Secretary of the
Treasury with respect to each vehicle
for which it furnishes a certificate of
conformity to the Administrator pur-
suant to § 591.7(e) of this chapter.

(b) The direct and indirect costs at-
tributable to processing a bond are pro-
vided to NHTSA by the U.S. Customs
Service.

(c) The bond processing fee for each
vehicle imported on and after October
1, 1998, for which a certificate of con-
formity is furnished, is $5.40.

[54 FR 40107, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 56
FR 49429, Sept. 30, 1991; 58 FR 51023, Sept. 30,
1993; 61 FR 51045, Sept. 30, 1996; 63 FR 45186,
Aug. 25, 1998]

§ 594.10 Fee for review and processing
of conformity certificate.

(a) Each registered importer shall
pay a fee based on the agency’s direct
and indirect costs for the review and
processing of each certificate of con-
formity furnished to the Administrator
pursuant to § 591.7(e) of this chapter.

(b) The direct costs attributable to
the review and processing of a certifi-
cate of conformity include the esti-
mated cost of contract and professional
staff time, computer usage, and record
assembly, marking, shipment and stor-
age costs.

(c) The indirect costs attributable to
the review and processing of a certifi-
cate of conformity include a pro rata
allocation of the average benefits of
persons employed in reviewing and
processing the certificates, and a pro
rata allocation of the costs attrib-
utable to the rental and maintenance
of office space and equipment, the use
of office supplies, and other overhead
items.

(d) The review and processing fee for
each certificate of conformity submit-
ted on and after October 1, 1998, is $16.
However, if the vehicle covered by the
certificate has been entered electroni-
cally with the U.S. Customs Service
through the Automated Broker Inter-
face and the registered importer sub-
mitting the certificate has an e-mail
address, the fee for the certificate is
$13, provided that the fee is paid by a
credit card issued to the registered im-
porter.

[62 FR 50882, Sept. 29, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 45186, Aug. 25, 1998]

PART 595—RETROFIT ON-OFF
SWITCHES FOR AIR BAGS

Sec.
595.1 Scope.
595.2 Purpose.
595.3 Applicability.
595.4 Definitions.
595.5 Requirements.
APPENDIX A TO PART 595—INFORMATION BRO-

CHURE.
APPENDIX B TO PART 595—REQUEST FORM.
APPENDIX C TO PART 595—INSTALLATION OF

AIR BAG ON-OFF SWITCHES.

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 322, 30111, 30115, 30117,
30122 and 30166; delegation of authority at 49
CFR 1.50.
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SOURCE: 62 FR 62442, Nov. 21, 1997, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 595.1 Scope.

This part establishes conditions
under which retrofit on-off switches
may be installed.

§ 595.2 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to provide
an exemption from the ‘‘make inoper-
ative’’ provision of 49 U.S.C. 30122 and
authorize motor vehicle dealers and
motor vehicle repair businesses to in-
stall retrofit on-off switches for air
bags.

§ 595.3 Applicability.

This part applies to dealers and
motor vehicle repair businesses.

§ 595.4 Definitions.

The term dealer, defined in 49 U.S.C.
30102(a), is used in accordance with its
statutory meaning.

The term motor vehicle repair business
is defined in 49 U.S.C. 30122(a) as ‘‘a
person holding itself out to the public
to repair for compensation a motor ve-
hicle or motor vehicle equipment.’’
This term includes businesses that re-
ceive compensation for servicing vehi-
cles without malfunctioning or broken
parts or systems by adding or removing
features or components to or from
those vehicles or otherwise customiz-
ing those vehicles.

§ 595.5 Requirements.

(a) Beginning January 19, 1998, a
dealer or motor vehicle repair business
may modify a motor vehicle by install-
ing an on-off switch that allows an oc-
cupant of the vehicle to turn off an air
bag in that vehicle, subject to the con-
ditions in paragraphs (b)(1) through (5)
of this section:

(b)(1) The dealer or motor vehicle re-
pair business receives from the owner
or lessee of the motor vehicle a letter
from the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration that authorizes
the installation of an on-off switch in
that vehicle for that air bag and in-
cludes a form to be filled in by the
dealer or motor vehicle repair business
with information identifying itself and
describing the installation it makes.

(2) The dealer or motor vehicle repair
business installs the on-off switch in
accordance with the instructions of the
manufacturer of the switch.

(3) The on-off switch meets all of the
conditions specified in paragraphs
(b)(3)(i) and (ii) of this section.

(i) The on-off switch is operable sole-
ly by a key or a key-like object. The
on-off switch shall be separate from the
ignition switch for the vehicle, so that
the driver must take some action other
than inserting the ignition key or
turning the ignition key in the ignition
switch to turn off the air bag. Once
turned off, the air bag shall remain off
until it is turned back on by means of
the device. If a single on-off switch is
installed for both air bags, the on-off
switch shall allow each air bag to be
turned off without turning off the
other air bag. The readiness indicator
required by S4.5.2 of § 571.208 of this
chapter shall continue to monitor the
readiness of the air bags even when one
or both air bags has been turned off.
The readiness indicator light shall not
be illuminated solely because an air
bag has been deactivated by means of
an on-off switch.

(ii) A telltale light in the interior of
the vehicle shall be illuminated when-
ever the driver or passenger air bag is
turned off by means of the on-off
switch. The telltale for a driver air bag
shall be clearly visible to an occupant
of the driver’s seating position. The
telltale for a passenger air bag shall be
clearly visible to occupants of all front
seating positions. The telltale for an
air bag:

(A) Shall be yellow;
(B) Shall have the identifying words

‘‘DRIVER AIR BAG OFF’’ or ‘‘PAS-
SENGER AIR BAG OFF,’’ as appro-
priate, on the telltale or within 25 mil-
limeters of the telltale;

(C) Shall remain illuminated for the
entire time that the air bag is ‘‘off;’’

(D) Shall not be illuminated at any
time when the air bag is ‘‘on;’’ and,

(E) Shall not be combined with the
readiness indicator required by S4.5.2
of § 571.208 of this chapter.

(4) The dealer or motor vehicle repair
business provides the owner or lessee
with an insert for the vehicle owner’s
manual that—
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(i) Describes the operation of the on-
off switch,

(ii) Lists the risk groups on the re-
quest form set forth in Appendix B of
this Part,

(iii) States that an on-off switch
should only be used to turn off an air
bag for a member of one of those risk
groups, and

(iv) States the safety consequences
for using the on-off switch to turn off
an air bag for persons who are not
members of any of those risk groups.
The description of those consequences
includes information, specific to the
make, model and model year of the
owner’s or lessee’s vehicle, about any
seat belt energy managing features,
e.g., load limiters, that will affect seat

belt performance when the air bag is
turned off.

(5) In the form included in the agency
authorization letter specified in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section, the dealer
or motor vehicle repair business fills in
information describing itself and the
on-off switch installation(s) it makes
in the motor vehicle. The dealer or
motor vehicle repair business then
sends the form to the address below
within 7 working days after the com-
pletion of the described installations:
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, Attention: Air Bag
Switch Request Forms, 400 Seventh
Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590–
1000.

[62 FR 62442, Nov. 21, 1997; 62 FR 67754, Dec.
30, 1997]
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